
Bissea, Vol.2 Issue 3 September/2008

Meetings
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III International Congress of Dry Ecosystems. 9-13/November/2008, Santa
Marta, Colombia. Information: http://www.ecosistemassecos.org

XII Congress of the Mesoamerican Society for Biology and Conservation.
10-14/November/2008, San Salvador, El Salvador. Information:
http://www.smbcelsalvador2008.com

X Student Conference on Conservation Science. 24-26/March/2009,
Cambridge, UK. Information: http://www.sccs-cam.org

2009 Annual Meeting of the Cuban Plant Specialist Group. February/2009,
Jardín Botánico Nacional, Cuba. Information: lrgonzaleztorres@gmail.com

Hurricane Gustav damages the “Orquideario de Soroa” Botanic Garden
Text by Photograph byA. Leiva A. Díaz

Hurricane Gustav lashed western Cuba last August 30th causing severe damages to the “Orquideario de Soroa” Botanic Garden located in the “Sierra
del Rosario” Biosphere Reserve in the Pinar del Río province.

Founded in 1952, the Orquideario is a dependency of the University of Pinar del Río. This Botanic Garden houses an important collection of exotic
orchids and a very complete collection of Cuban orchids totalling around 700 taxa. Preventitive measures taken by the botanical garden staff contributed
to the survival of greenhouse collections, but the outdoor displays were devastated.

The loss of trees and other plants has not yet been totally assessed, but the Network of Cuban Botanic Gardens is ready to help mitigate the damages.

For further information: leivajbn@ceniai.inf.cu

Courses

�

�

�

IV Regional Course for gamekeepers of Latin America. 15/September-
14/November/2008, Embalse (Córdoba), Argentina. Information:
http://www.capacitacionapn.com.ar  moncadaccs@yahoo.com

International Course 'Planning and managment of visitors in protected
areas' 1-12/December/2008, Turrialba, Costa Rica. Information:
http://www.catie.ac.cr

International Course on Protected Areas 'Buffer zones and biological
corridors toward the ecosistemic management of the landscape'.
20/December-14/November/2008, Turrialba, Costa Rica. Information:
http://www.catie.ac.cr

Conservation prospects for Byrsonima roigii
Text and Photographs by L. González-Oliva

Byrsonima roigii Malpighiaceae

B. roigii
B. crassifolia

Urb. ( ) is an endemic tree of the Guanahacabibes peninsula (Pinar del Río), commonly known as
'peralejo de costa,' which, until recently, was considered Extinct in the Wild (EW).

Recently, researchers from the Pinar del Rio Botanic Garden found 3 mature plants in the Guanahacabibes peninsula. Previously,
experts from this institution and from the Viñales Experimental Forest Research Station had successfully propagated in the
late 1980s by grafting cuttings onto stock of Kunth, and these plants are currently fruiting. These actions provide
encouraging results for the conservation of this taxon.

For further information: lisbetgoster@gmail.com

XI Botany Meeting "Johannes Bisse ".
14-17/November/2008, Camagüey, Cuba.

in memoriam

Information: efrain@cmw.rimed.cu

Byrsonima roigii

The images show clearly the devastation of this important scientific and recreation center in western Cuba.

Mesoamerican Society for Biology and Conservation
Information:
www.sociedadmesoamericana.org

Cuban section - cuba@sociedadmesoamericana.org
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On line

Now available is the
, as elaborated and approved during the last Annual Meeting of

the National Network of Cuban Botanic Gardens.
http://www.uh.cu/centros/jbn/descargas/planjb.pdf

Action Plan of Cuban Botanic Gardens in relation to
climate change

The book 'Los helechos y licófitos de Cuba' [The
ferns and lycophytes of Cuba] authored by Carlos
Sánchez was published. This scientific-popular
work is the first Cuban monograph of these groups
of plants.

It includes a review of the families present on the
island and provides details on the more
representative species of each genus, including
exotic species that are commonly cultivated as
ornamentals. The author dedicates a chapter to
propagation methods for these plants that could
constitute an important tool for conservation.ex situ

The 8th Cuban Botany Symposium was held in the Cuban National
Botanic Garden from June 23rd to 27th. This meeting was organized by
the Cuban Institute of Ecology and Systematics, with sponsorship by the
National Botanic Garden and the Cuban Botanical Society, among other
Cuban institutions.

This edition of the Symposium brought together more than 200 delegates
from Cuba, El Salvador, Mexico, Puerto Rico, Uruguay, Venezuela, the
United States, and Hungary. Two hundred and sixty seven works were
presented in the meeting, including master conferences (6), oral
presentations (82), posters (175), and round table meetings (4). During
the symposium five satellite meetings and several exhibitions were held.
The majority of the works covered topics related to 'structural botany and
systematics,' 'flora, vegetation, and ecology,' 'ethnobotany and
phytochemistry,' and 'botanical collections and history'.

During the round table meeting on invasive species, the importance of
controlling and managing these species to minimize their impact on
affected ecosystems and the need to intensively monitor vulnerable
ecosystems were highlighted. In other sessions, the necessity was
emphasized of alerting environmental authorities and forest guards about
the increasing extraction of wild species for commercialization as
horticultural plants.

On June 27th, prior to the closing ceremonies, the meeting of the Cuban
Botanical Society was held to present the 2003-2008 Presidential Report,
and the new board was elected. It was recommended to work toward the
revitalization of this organization. The Society will be headed during the
c o m i n g p e r i o d b y D r . A l b e r t o Á l v a r e z d e Z a y a s
(albertoalzay@ecologia.cu) from the Institute of Ecology and
Systematics.

For further information: iralysv@ecologia.cu

The 8th Cuban Botany Symposium ends

Text by I. Ventosa

The conservation of threatened species is no longer exclusively the work
of academic circles but has become a task for all of society. Cactus
collectors have joined P3C and contribute significantly to the propagation
of threatened cacti, increasing the capacity of the institutional partners of
the Program.

The cacti produced by collectors and partner institutions of the Program
will be used to strengthen natural populations that have been seen to be
damaged by human activities, and, at the same time, some will be
available to plant lovers in the Network of Botanic Gardens. Presently, the
propagation of species like (Britton & Rose) Hunt,

León, and Areces is being
worked on.

P3C member collectors also participate in the organization of exhibitions
and in surveys and monitoring of natural populations carried out by the
Program.

Escobaria cubensis
Leptocereus wrightii Melocactus actinacanthus

Collectors' participation in the Program for

the Conservation of Cuban Cacti (P3C)
Text by Photographs byL.R. González-Torres P3C

Vladimir Día Gámez is one of the collectors that work with P3C
on the conservation of .Melocactus actinacanthus
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Fellowships

The , Smithsonian Institution, announces
a six-week training program in the management, preservation, and use of natural
history collections for professionals working in Latin American and Caribbean
countries. The program cover travel and living allowance.

http//www.mnh.si.edu/rc/cmtplacp/

The offers fellowships for
cooperation, research and training to professionals with master degree.

http://www.ictp.trieste.it/~twas/Exchange.htm

National Museum of Natural History

Third World Academy for Sciences (TWAS)

... it supports 2 200 plant species and arround 400 local endemism, it hosts 16 of the 28 types of plant

communities referred to Cuba. It is the most important center of plant diversity and endemism of Cuban

and the Caribbean islands.

National Park 'Alejandro de Humboldt' - 2008 National Award for the Environment

Purdiaea velutina Britton & P. Wilson - local endemism.Purdiaea velutina Britton & P. Wilson - local endemism.
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To subscribe to or contribute to an issue, please
address your correspondence to

s available at:

http://groups.google.com/group/bissea
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http://www.uh.cu/centros/jbn/textos/16.html
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