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Meeting of the National Botanic Gardens Network of Cuba Text & Photo: A.T. Leiva

Between the 9th and 12th of this past June, the annual meeting of the
National Botanic Gardens Network of Cuba (RNJB) was held in the Las
Tunas Botanic Garden. The gathering included the presence of directors
and representatives of the country's botanic gardens.

The meeting began with homage to the late Dr.Armando Urquiola, who was
the director and founder of the Pinar del Río Botanic Garden. In his honor,
an exemplar was planted of Sw. (Ebenaceae),
known as “ebano real; wattle tree,” collected by Urquiola in his native
province of Pinar del Río.

As a principal theme of this meeting, the completion status was reviewed for
conservation commitments in relation to Goal 8 of the Global

Strategy for Plant Conservation. Especially noteworthy is the work of the
Las Tunas Botanic Garden which is cultivating 90 threatened species, 17 of
which are categorized as Critically Endangered. In general, it was
established that the botanical gardens have carried out some work in spite
of material difficulties and the hurricanes of 2008.

Participating in the meeting was Lic. Juan Antonio Hernández, of the
National Center of Protected Areas (CNAP), who made clear the interest of
his institution in establishing an alliance with botanical gardens in order to
increase the scope of the conservation actions undertaken by both parties.

Of particular interest was the proposal espoused by Ing. Yobanis Osorio,
from the University Center of Guantánamo, for the development of a
botanic garden in the province. The institution will contribute to the training
of professionals and to the conservation and management of plant diversity
in the region.

Diospyros tetrasperma

ex situ

More information: leivajbn@ceniai.inf.cu

4th Global Botanic Gardens Congress:
Addressing global change: a new agenda for botanic gardens.

13-18 June 2010. Dublin, Ireland.
Information: http://www.4gbgc.com

What is the National Botanic
Gardens Network?

The 1st of September, 1990, the National Botanic Gardens Network
(RNJB, by its initials in Spanish) was created by the Resolution No. 116/90
of the Cuban Science Academy. This network has the objective of
contributing to the scientific-technical development of existing and newly
created botanic gardens in the country, as an official organizing framework
of these institutions. Among the principal assigned functions is that of
deciding the involvement of the botanic gardens in the areas of and

conservation of the threatened species according to the flora of each
province or region, and coordinating this activity with governmental
agencies.

The RNJB comprises eight gardens open to the public: Soroa Orquideario
(Pinar del Río), National Botanic Garden (Havana), and the Botanic
Gardens of Cienfuegos, Villa Clara, Sancti Spíritus, Las Tunas, Holguín,
and Cupaynicú (Granma). The network also includes other botanic
gardens currently under construction: Pinar del Río, Matanzas, and
Santiago de Cuba. Other important collections are also part of the network:
the Fern Garden and the Cactus Garden, both in Santiago de Cuba. In
progress are the reconstruction of the Quinta de los Molinos Garden
(Havana) and the Santiago de las Vegas Arboretum (INIFAT - Havana), as
well as planning of the Guantánamo Botanic Garden.
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Courses
�

�

Plant Conservation Strategies. 5/July--27/August 2010, Royal Botanic
Gardens, Kew, UK. Information: http://www.kew.org/education/index.html

Botanic Garden Education. 20/September--22/October 2010, Royal Botanic
Gardens, Kew, UK. Information: http://www.kew.org/education/index.html

Sowing in homage to Dr. Armando Urquiola in the
Botanical Garden of Las Tunas.

Diospyros tetrasperma

National Botanic Gardens Network of Cuba

Open

In project

In the building process

On-line

Available in and in is
the database of . Furthermore, it is possible to update the data

for a species by writing to ricardoebruno@yahoo.com.ar
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PNUD supports the conservation of
( ) in Bahía Honda

Coccothri-

nax crinita Arecaceae

The Program of Small Donations of the World Fund for the Environment of
PNUD recently approved a project for the restoration of the population of
the “palma petate; thatch palm; old man palm” ( Becc.
subsp. ) and its habitat. This project will be carried out by the
community of Bahía Honda (Pinar del Río) under the advisement of the
National Organization for the Protection of the Flora and Fauna and the
National Botanic Garden. The current project is a continuation of
conservation actions carried out by both institutions since 2000 (see Bissea
1(1)).
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“Role of Botanic Gardens in the Conservation of Plant Biological Diversity.”
18-20/november/2009. Cienfuegos Botanic Garden, Cuba. Information:
lazaro@jbc.perla.inf.cu

Iberian-American and Caribbean Congress on Ecological Restoration. 9-
13/november/2009. Curitiba, Paraná, Brazil. Information:
sobrade@sobrade.com.br

II Symposium of Ecology, Society, and Environment “ECOVIDA 2009.” 1-
5/december/2009. Pinar del Río, Cuba. Information: alina@ecovida.pinar.cu

I National Orchid Festival. December/2009. La Habana, Cuba. Information:
socubot@gmail.com

Key Biodiversity Areas in Cuba are identified
Text: J.A. Hernández & R. Berazaín

Key Biodiversity Areas (KBAs) are sites of global significance for
conservation. They are identified using standard global criteria based on
the local necessity for the protection of biodiversity. In contrast to other
large-scale initiatives (e.g., Plant Diversity Centers, Hotspots, Areas of
Bird Endemism), KBAs allow for the identification of sites on a local scale
but of global significance.

At the National KBAs Workshop, which took place from 29 June to 2 July,
2009, in Varadero (Matanzas), 25 KBAs were identified for Cuba. The
Zapata Swamp (1), the Trinidad Highlands (2), the Sabana-Camagüey
Archipelago (3), the Cauto Delta (4), Sierra Cristal (5), and the Cuchillas de
Toa (6), are those that require the most attention based on conservation
status and habitat management.

The threats most frequently identified for the Cuban KBAs are: over-
exploitation; hunting & gathering; colonization by invasive species;
pollution; mining; and human disturbance, like fire.

More information: juan@snap.cu

Text & Photos: L.R. González-Torres & A. Palmarola

Census and conservation of Cuban
Magnolias

ex situ

The National Botanic Garden (JBN) is implementing an initiative to census
the populations of Cuban magnolias and to establish conservation
collections of the same. In its initial phase, the efforts will be focused on the
populations of L. subsp. A. Palmarola
and Urb. subsp. Imch., as well as on the outfitting of a
shadehouse to begin cultivation tests of these species in JBN. This
initiative, supported by Botanic Garden Conservation International (BCGI),
seeks to involve other botanic gardens and institutions in the country
working with the preservation of the native flora.

Magnolia virginiana oviedoae et al.
M. cubensis acunae

ex situ

More information: palmarola@fbio.uh.cu
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Text & Photos: J.I. Martínez

Society and Nature Gathering dedicated to
natural fibers

On the 26th of August, 2009,
the

was celebrated in the National
Botanic Garden (JBN). This
gathering, organized in
coordination with the Office of
FAO in Cuba, is framed by the
activities developed for the
International Year of Natural
Fibers.

Groups of doll-makers were
present from different munici-

4th Society and Nature
Gathering in Cuba: natural
fibers, native fibers, and
conservation alternatives,

palities in the capital, and they shared experiences and prepared an exhibit
of dolls made from natural fibers. Also participating was the Belén Group of
Embroiderers and Weavers of the Historian's Office of the city of Havana
and the Aracné Fashion Group, which exhibited in the catwalk designs with
natural fiber weavings.

The event promoted the use of natural fiber weavings, the conservation of
fiber-producing plants, and the search for sustainable alternatives for textile
species in danger of extinction, by means of interactive discussions with the
visiting public.

More information: hajb@ceniai.inf.cu

During the inauguration of the Society and
Nature Gathering in Cuba.

Exhibit of items made with alternative fibers ( H. Karst.
“anacagüita; Panama tree” and Solms “malangueta; water
hyacinth”)

Sterculia apetala
Eichhornia crassipes

Magnolia virginiana oviedoaesubsp. Magnolia cubensis acunaesubsp.
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